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Afghanistan (AP) - A U.S. 
soldier died at the Kabul 
Military T raining Center 
after completing a physical 
training run, an army 
statement said Monday. 

The soldier died Saturday. 
He collapsed at the end of 
this run on the compound, 
where the United States and 
France are jointly training 
Afghan recruits to the 
Afghan National Army, the 
statement said. 

* cause of death was 
cn, nor was the soldier 
Jentified. 

"The soldier just completed 
a physical training run 
when he collapsed. The 
cause of death has not been 
determined," the statement 



rt -laH 

» ♦ ♦♦♦♦ ♦ < 



♦*♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ _ 


Meanwhile, U.S. special 
forces troops seized a 
weapons cache near their 
fort in the eastern town of 
Jalalabad. The cache 
included nearly 400 mortar 
rounds and over 70 rockets. 

In the north, special forces 
completed a search of a 
cave complex and handed 
over tank rounds and small 
arms ammunition found 
there to the Afghan national 
army. 

The caves were located at 
Maimana, near the northern 
city of Mazar-e-Sharif. 
Some 19 cave openings 
were collapsed in 
controlled explosions, the 
military said. 

There has beefr bitter 


fighting between rival 


warlords in Maimana and 
in Mazar-e-Sharif. It wasn't 
clear whether the weapons 
belonged to the warlords, 
both of whom are affiliated , 
with the government 

About 11,500 coalition 
forces are in Afghanistan 
hunting down Taliban 
rebels, al-Qaida terrorists 
and their allies. 

Also, a U.S. military 
vehicle struck two Afghan 
boys in the eastern town of 
Gardez, killing one and 
injuring the other. The 
accident occurred Saturday 
after the two ran across a 
street as a three-vehicle 
convoy was passing, the 
army statement said The 
injured boy was treated and 
released. 





May 19- Saudi Arabia's 
ambassador to Washington 
has said he fears a major 
terror attack is imminent in 
either the United States or 
Saudi Arabia. 

Prince Bandar bin Sultan 
said the US and Saudi 
Arabia had picked up 
electronic "chatter" in the 
region and in other areas 
which indicated something 

else was being planned in 
addition to the suicide 
attacks that took place last 
week. 

He said that a raid by 
authorities in the country 
earlier this month had 
uncovered huge quantities 
of explosives which could 
have caused even greater 


devastation than the attacks 
which left 34 dead, 

including nine alleged 
bombers. 

"I think they were 
looking to do something 
more major than this," he 
told journalists on 
Monday. 

"That would have taken 
out two blocks in the city 

if it had gone off 

accidentally. We're all 

wondering if it's the last [of 
the explosives] or is it the 
tip of the iceberg?" 

Prince Bandar said that 
chatter picked up by Saudi 
and US monitors had 
indicated the Riyadh 
attacks were being planned 


but had not given 
information regarding a 
time or place. 

He said the chatter had 
stopped almost completely 
two or three days before the 
attacks. 


"I'm confident we'll get 
them in the end. But the 
question is, will it be early 
enough or not 7 " he said. He 
also said that some Saudi 
officials believed that al- 
Qaida - the network 
suspected of carrying out 
the bombings - had at 
some point been split 
over whether to attack the 
kingdom, the birthplace 
of its leader Osama Bin; 
Laden, for fear of losing i 
its intellectual base. 



May 18 lh —VOA - The 
Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in 
Europe is to begin 
working with Afghanistan 
in the fight against drug 
smuggling. 

As the world's largest 
regional security 

, organization, the OSCE 
considers illegal 

trafficking in drugs, 
human beings, and 
weapons a prime cause of 
human misery, the 
devastation of national 
economies, and 5, the rise of 
criminal networks. It says 
smuggling has a long- 
, 'term impact on security 
i and political stability. The 
I OSCE also includes 
; Central Asian states and 
[ the Caucasus, which are 


particularly affected by 
drug trafficking as countries 
of origin or transit. 

• 

Last month, Afghanistan, 
the world's main producer 
of heroin poppies, became a 
new partner in cooperation 
with the OSCE. 

Afghanistan shares a long 
border with three OSCE 
countries, Tajikistan, 

Uzbekistan, and 

Turkmenistan. OSCE 

Deputy Coordinator of 
Economic arid 

Environmental Activities 
Marc Baltes says 

Afghanistan is working 
with the OSCE to tackle the 
flow of • drugs. 

"Most of the drugs, in the - 
OSCE world at least, that 
are stemming from poppies 


come from Afghanistan 
through Central Asia, 
through the Caucasus to 
Europe and the United 
States," said Mr. Baltes. 
"So, that is something 
where we have to address 
alternative ways of life 
for the producers, looking 
to how we can strengthen 
the governmental 

structures, in order to 
address this in the 
production countries and 
then of course you go to 
very deep problems in j 
societies in the west, 
where we have the use of 
drugs." 

Mr. Baltes said the OSCE, 
can work through its field 
missions to help build a; 
civil society and tackle ’ 
the roots of trafficking, j 


May 16 th 

KABUL, Afghanistan 
(AP) - The United 

Nations announced 
Thursday that its staff 
will travel with armed 
government escorts on 
roads in southern 

Afghanistan, hours 

after gunmen fired at a 
mine clearing vehicle 

in the country's east 

and injured two 

Afghan workers. 

Later Thursday, a 

British soldier was 
slightly wounded in 
Afghanistan's capital 
when an Afghan man 
threw a grenade at a 
British peacekeeping 
base, a spokeswoman 
for the multinational 
force said. 

The attack on the Mine 
Evaluation Training 
Agency vehicle 

occurred on the main 
road between the 

eastern towns of 
Gardez and Khost, said 
Maki Shinohara, a 
U.N. refugee agency 
spokeswoman. The 

Afghan demining 

group was working in 


conjunction with the 
United Nations in the 
area, Shinohara said. 

The driver was shot in 
the chest and one mine 
clearer suffered 

superficial head wounds, 
Shinohara said. 

Gen. Khial Baz, a 

division commander in 
neighboring Khost 

province, earlier said the 
attack was on a U.N. 
refugee agency vehicle. 

The United Nations 

suspended road travel 
between Gardez and 
Khost after Thursday's 

attack, one of many 

ambushes on Afghan 
roads in recent weeks 
that have also killed an 
international Red Cross 
worker. 

U.N. spokesman Manofel 
de Almeida e Silva said 
the Kabul government 
has agreed to provide 
escorts for U.N. vehicles 
in the provinces of 
Nimruz, Helmand, 

Kandahar, Zabul, the 
southernmost part of 
Uruzgan and eastern 
Farah. 


"United Nations 

agencies are informing 
the authorities of routes 
most commonly used in 
these • provinces. 

Whenever feasible, aid 
agency personnel from 
different agencies will 
travel together," he said. 

"These measures reflect 
our commitment to 
continue operations in 
all areas to the 
maximum extent 

possible." 

Almeida e Silva said 
U.N. road missions in 
other provinces in the 
country would not 
require armed escorts, 
but trips in volatile 
provinces farther east 
along the Pakistan 
border were being 
approved on a case- 
by-case basis. 

Last week, operations 
of the U.N. Mine 
Action Center for 
Afghanistan were 
suspended in "insecure 
areas" on , the road 
from Kabul to the 
southern city of 
Kandahar after its 
deminers were 

attacked 



20 May -Afghanistan's test now is to see-if the told the BBC that all of 
powerful regional agreement works in the governors and 

governors have agreed to practice. ministers have now 

hand over hundreds of agreed that the revenues 

millions of. dollars to the It is estimated that the from the p rovinces shou i d 

central government in a be sent to the central 

dispute over taxation. government. 


The deal was reached at a 
meeting in Kabul called 
by President Karzai who 
had threatened to resign 
if he did not get his way. 

Correspondents say the 
issue has been indicative of 
the problems the president 
has had in establishing his 
authority across the! 
country. The BBC's Kylie 
Morris in Kabul says the 



They also agreed that 
strategies to expand the 
authority of the central 
government should be 
implemented immediately. 

Mr Jalali said the taxes 

provincial governors have would have t0 start t0 flo ™ 
been withholding up to to stabilize the government. 

$500m in annual customs 

revenue from the central ^ not ’ sai< ?\ ot ^f r 
, measures would be 

government.. Intenor considered . 

Minister Ali Ahmad Jalali 



Thousands of Shia and 
Sunni Muslims have 
marched through Baghdad 
protesting against the US 
occupation, and demanding 
a say in the new Iraqi 
Government. Up to 10,000 
people gathered in front of 
a Sunni Muslim mosque in 
northern Baghdad, then 
marched across a bridge 
over the Tigris to the 
Kadhamiya quarter, home 


to one of Iraq's holiest Shia 
shrines. The march - one of 
• the largest since the war 
ended - shows how 
religious voices from the 
two main branches of Islam 
are getting stronger as 
negotiations for an interim 
authority take shape, says 
the BBC's Barbara Plett in 
Baghdad. It comes as Iraq's 
new US administrator, Paul 
Bremer, conducts a major 


review of the country's 
security needs - and of 
plans for the its political 
future. Many have been 
calling for an Islamic 
revival in post-war Iraq, 
especially the majority 
Shias, but fearful of 
sectarian splits they put on a 
show of unity with the 
minority Sunnis, who ran the 
country under Saddam 
Hussein, BBC 

correspondent said. 
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May 21-Security has 
been increased across 
the United States, with 
the country's alert status 
raised to orange - the 
second-highest level - 
following renewed 
threats of attacks. 

• 

With Americans 

preparing for the 
Memorial Day long 
^ weekend, the authorities 
1 are urging citizens to be 
extra vigilant but not to 
change their plans. 

Security has been 
boosted at what are 
considered to be high- 
profile targets in the 
major cities. 

The alert was issued as 
the US, Britain, 
Germany and Italy 
announced the 

temporary closure to the 
public of their embassies 
and consulates in Saudi 
Arabia amid fears of 
"imminent" new terrorist 


attacks. 

Saudi Arabia's ambassador 
to Washington, Prince 
Bandar bin Sultan, said 
electronic "chatter" 

indicated a follow-up was 
being planned to the suicide 
attacks which took place last 
week in Riyadh. 

Saudi authorities say they 
are questioning three 
suspected members of al- 
Qaeda who were arrested in 
Jeddah on Monday. 

National Guardsmen have 
been deployed to protect 
New York's subway system 
and security has also been 
boosted at the Sears Tower 
in Chicago and the Golden 
Gate Bridge in San 
Francisco. 

"The US intelligence 
community believes that al- 
Qaida has entered an 
operational period 

worldwide, and this may 
include attacks in the United 


States," US Homeland 
Security Secretary Tom 
Ridge said. 

Possible terror tactics, 
he said, included "small- 
arm-equipped assault 
teams, large vehicle- 
borne explosive 
devices and suicide 
bombers". 

ABC news has been 
quoting two e-mails 
intercepted by US 
intelligence which it said 
it had obtained from an 
FBI bulletin. 

One warns of a 
"possible devastating 
attack in the next 48 
hours" and urges all 
Muslims to leave all 
cities, especially Boston 
and New York. The 
other mentions 

Washington DC and 
New York as places for. 
Muslims to avoid, as 
well as America's 
beaches. 


About Gunfire on Wednesday May 21 


There was mistakenly an 
exchange of gunfire 
between the. American 
force that had taken 
security of the American 
Embassy in Kabul and 
Afghan military forces. 
Unfortunately, this accident 




casualties anu me . - . 

investigation about the 0nCe a f ain , , ex P ressed lts 
accident is ongoing. Both sorrow f° r ^is accident and 
sides have taken the security victims, 
of the area and will be R°bert Finn, 
keeping their American Ambassador to 

responsibilities on. Kabul 

The American Embassy ^ ^ May/ 2003 


mm 
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KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
- May 20 

The five crouching 
gunmen shattered the 
windows and punctured the 
tires of Mohammad 
Saddiq's mine-clearing 
agency vehicle with a hail 
of gunfire as it crossed a 
dry riverbed in southern 
Afghanistan. 

The gunfire left the 38- 
year-old medic writhing in 
pain with three bullet 
wounds in his right 
shoulder. The Afghan 
driver was also hit and the 
car rolled to a dusty halt. 

"The gunmen came running 
over and asked us one 
question," Saddiq said of 
the attackers. "They asked, 
'Are there ahy foreigners 


with you?"' 

Aid workers in Afghanistan 
say rebels are increasingly 
targeting them in an effort 
to undermine the U.S.- 
backed government and 
undermine post-war 

reconstruction, 

"There's been a very, very 
big deterioration in security 
countrywide, especially for 
aid workers," said Rafael 
Robillard of ACBAR, an 
umbrella group of 86 aid 
agencies in Kabul. 

"Aid workers are being 
specifically targeted by 
people trying to destabilize 
the government, which is 
very dependent on aid. 
We're easy targets. It's a 
serious problem," he said. 


In the last month alone, 
seven Afghan mine-clearers 
have been shot and one 
killed in four separate 
ambushes in the south of 
the country. In March, an- 
International Red Cross 
water engineer from' El 
Salvador was murdered in 
southern Kandahar 

province. And in April, 
assailants threw grenades at 
a U.N. children's agency 
compound in the east. 

The government of 
President Hamid Karzai has 
blamed the violence on 
Taliban fighters, who they 
say are. stepping up 
guerrilla attacks and have 
allied supporters of former 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and al-Qaida 
remnants. 



May 21-American troops 
have shot dead four 
Afghan soldiers outside 
the US embassy in 
Kabul. Senior military 
sources told the BBC 
that there had been an 
exchange of fire 

involving Afghan 

soldiers and the embassy 
guards. 

The BBC's Kylie Morris 
in Kabul said the 

shooting took place just 
after 1000 local time 

(0630GMT), but there 

are varying accounts of 
what actually happened. 

International security 
forces say there was an 
exchange of fire after 
Afghan forces stationed 
in the garrison opposite 
the embassy shot at a 

passing car. 

The guards at the US 
embassy gates are then 
reported to have returned 
fire, killing four soldiers 
and wounding several 
others. 

But according to an 
official of the Afghan 
interior ministry, the 
Americans _ fired when 


they grew suspicious • of 
Afghan soldiers 

transporting weapons to 
a nearby depot. 

Kabul police chief Basir 
Salangi said a US 
embassy official had 
described the incident as 
a "misunderstanding". 


official comment from 
the Americans. 

A BBC correspondent 
said the US embassy 
must quality as Kabul's 
most heavily fortified 
building, guarded by 
watchtowers and 

protected by sandbags. 
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American soldiers Armed Afghan soldiers 

guarding the entrance to permanently guard three 

the US embassy opened national military 

fire by mistake on a buildings near the 

embassy. 


She said that after the 
shooting, tensions on the 
streets were high as local 
intelligence officers and 
soldiers moved to 
disperse the crowd that 

had gathered to find out 

group of Afghan soldiers what had happened, 
who were unloading 

some material from the Afghan President Hamid 
other side of the road, in Karzai has been 

front of an Afghan informed and is 

security ^ agency reportedly planning a 

building, Mr Salangi formal investigation of 
told French news agency the incident 

AFP. 

It comes as the US is on 

"The Americans thought high alert for terrorist 

it was an attack attempt, attacks and follows 

!t was a suicide bombings in 

misunderstanding." Morocco and Saudi 

There has been no Arabia. 



A journalists Union was 
formed last week. The 
question is that how was 
it formed? Was it 
attended by the real 
journalists? Were the 
opinions of all journalists 
from Kabul and 
provinces included in it? 
Or can this Union 
represent all or most of 
the journalists? And 
many more question... 

In fact, this setting was 
the result of a six month 
efforts of a representative 
from the Article 19 and 
her colleagues from other 
international journalist 
Unions. All of journalists 
were hopeful and were 
looking for a positive 
result, but this meeting 
was a planed one and 
even many of the 
journalists were not sent 
invitation cards and were 
not invited. 

Over 40 journalists had 
come form different 
provinces to attend this 


meeting, but they were not 
allowed to enter the Ball 
Room of the 

Intercontinental Hotel. A 
particular group of some 
journalists had banned 
democracy in this meeting. 
This particular group had 
planned and made some 
rules for those journalists 
who want to join this 
Union, but these rules can 
only accept those 
journalists who are at the 
favor this particular group 
and are connected with 
them. 

One of the rules says that 
those journalists are 
acceptable who has paid the 
charges of joining this 
Union in the past, but we 
don’t know that which 
charges they talk about. 
Some of the attendants had 
some suggestions, but no 
one noticed them, so they 
declared that they don’t 
want to join this Union and 
were leaving it. 

Therefore, the situation got 


worst and some people 
from the’ government 
administrations and other 
organizations that had no 
journalistic background 
were voting to the 
candidates while many 

experienced and real 
journalists were not 

allowed to attend this it. 

Some of the journalist 
noted this bad situation and 
left the meeting. The 

situation was so bad that 
even the government Radio 
Television did not 

broadcast this news. 

The representative from the 
Article 19 and her 
colleagues who were due to 
support this. Union 

financially also left the 

meeting when they 

observed such a situation 
Unfortunately journalists of 
this country still do not 
have a Union that includes 
all government and 
nongovernmental 
organizations. 
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